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es The following background information has been 


ee the labor 25X1X 
situation in the banana zone of Colonbia: 

1, Syndicate organization in Senta Marta and the banana zone has elveys had a leftist 
orientation and Marxist leadership. The so-called Soctealist revolutionaries , 
vho directed the tragic banena strike of 1928 became Commmists after 1930 
and continued to direct the labor novement in the area. In snite of dininished 
yroduction of bananas during the wer, the Commmists meinteined control of the 
weakened labor forces. 


2, When the snlit in the Confederacion de Trabsejedores de Colombia (CTC) occurred 

in May 1950, the Mardalena delegetion remeined with the Commmist or Inderendent 
CTC ; as a result the Federacion de Trabejacdores de Magdalena (FTI) and the 

banana workers' unions :ffiliated with it rencined in the Indenendent cic, 
In order to strengthen the banana workovs! unions, the Indenendent CTC 
vlanned to nrenere a series of demends coleuleted to unify all the workers of 
the zone and to promote a general strike. Cerlos Arias, rresident of the 
FIM, Domingo Zemore, and Martin Camargo, all Communists, were resnonsible 
for carrying cout the vlan, 


3. Some nropress wes being made in the immenentction of the nlan, esnccially 
in the union of emmloyees of the Sevilla Fruit Comany, but it was interrunted 
by the denarture of Carlos Aries for Twrone cnd the arrest of ‘emora end 
Camargo, who ere still in jeil. The absence of these labor leaders facilitated 
the intervention of the Liberel CTC, which sent its president, Menvel Diaz 
Henricvez, to the zone, He wes able et least termorarily to verlken Communist 
inflvence, and 2s a result the threst of a generel strike hes considerably 
Ginini shed , 


4. The Sindiento de Breceros de Senta Marta, which ordered a strike agpoinst six 
banano-nrodveing comranies in the Senta Marte section on 18 Jamery 1951, to 
enforce demands for a vare inerease and protest hiring of non-mion workers, 
is not effiliated vith either branch of the Confederecion de Trebaiedores de 
Coloribia (CTC), or with the Federecion de Trabajadores de Magpdelena (FTM), 
and is directed by a former Cormunist, Jose de los Sontos Chesin, 
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